
 

 

CLEVELAND EUROPE EXPRESS Container Demurrage and Detention Terms  

(Version 3), VALID FROM MAY 15, 2017 
 

Clause 1 – Definitions 
 
The Container Demurrage and Detention Terms will form part of the Cleveland Europe Express 
Standard Conditions of Carriage. 
The following defined terms, in either the plural or the singular, appear with a capital letter in 
these Container Demurrage and Detention Terms; otherwise the word is used with its ordinary 
meaning in the trade: 
 
“Cargo Transport Unit (CTU)” includes but is not limited to ISO 20’, 40’ and 45’ Dry Containers, 
Open Top Containers, Flat Rack Containers, Refrigerated Containers, Tank Containers, Platforms, 
Bolsters, MAFI Trailers, Container chassis, etc. 
“Carriage” means the whole or any part of the operations and services undertaken by Spliethoff 
Transport B.V. in respect of the Goods covered by these Standard Conditions. 
“Carrier” Carrier is, to the exclusion of the owners of the carrying Vessel and/or other means of 
transport named herein, Spliethoff Transport B.V. registered under Number 33060100 at 
Radarweg 36, 1042 AA Amsterdam, the Netherlands, or any other party or Person so expressly 
stated in the Contract of Carriage as being the carrier.  
“Merchant” includes the Shipper, Holder, Receiver, Consignee, Receiver of the Goods, or any 
Person owning or entitled to the possession of the Goods or of the Bill of Lading or anyone acting 
on behalf of any such Persons, all of whom are jointly and severally liable to Spliethoff Transport 
BV for any and all charges, and for the performance of the Merchant’s obligations under the 
Contract of Carriage. 
“Charges” includes freight and all expenses and monetary obligations, including but not limited to 
demurrage, detention, duties, taxes and dues, fines incurred by the Carrier and payable by the 
Merchants.  
“Contract of Carriage” shall mean the Offer sent to the Merchant, subsequent bookings and 
includes the Cleveland Europe Express Standard Conditions of Carriage and any other terms 
agreed between Merchant and Carrier.  
“Costs” shall be deemed to include any and all costs, expenses and charges incurred, including 
reasonable legal fees. 
“Goods” shall mean the whole or any part of the cargo received from or through the Merchant 
and includes but is not limited to any equipment and/or Cargo Transport Unit (including its 
contents), unless otherwise indicated. 
“Offer” shall mean the proposal sent by the Carrier electronically or by other means to Merchants 
with the terms, conditions and exceptions of carriage. 
“Place of Receipt” shall mean any location at which the Goods are provided to the Carrier for 
transport as set out in the Contract of Carriage. 
“Place of Delivery” shall mean the final destination of the Goods as set out in the Contract of 
Carriage. 
“Demurrage” is the charge, related to the use of the equipment only, the Merchant pays for 
carrier's equipment kept beyond the free time offered by the Carrier for taking delivery of goods 
in the port, terminal or depot. 
“Detention” is the charge the Merchant pays for detaining Carrier's equipment outside the port, 
terminal or depot, beyond the free time. 



 

 

“Merged Demurrage & Detention” (merged D&D) is the charge related to the use of equipment 
only, the Merchant pays for carrier’s equipment kept beyond the free time offered by the Carrier, 
when Demurrage and Detention is merged into one single period. 

“Free time” is the period of time offered by the Carrier to the Merchant free of charge, covering 
both demurrage period and detention period, beyond which additional charges such as, but not 
limited to demurrage and detention charges, will be due to the Carrier. 

“Storage Costs” are those costs related but not limited to quay rent, charged to both Carrier's 
equipment and shipper's equipment for containers staying on ground. 

“Reefer Services” are services such as Power supply and Monitoring. 

Demurrage and Detention and D&D Merged do not include storage costs and reefer services 
which are charged to the Merchant separately unless duly indicated in the published general tariff 
of the country. 

If not otherwise indicated into the individual published tariffs the following rules of calculations 
are applied: 
 

Clause 2 - Free Time and Demurrage 
 
Free Time  
Free days are non-reversible. 
 
Demurrage  

Dry Containers         

6 business days free (commencing midnight after the date of discharge) 

  
 

20’ 40’   

Day 7 - Day 14 

 

USD 25.00 USD 45.00  PER CALENDAR DAY OR PART THEREOF 

From Day 15 and beyond   USD 40.00 USD 75.00 PER CALENDAR DAY OR PART THEREOF 

 
    Special containers (Open Tops, Flat Racks, Platforms, Palletwide, etc.) 

4 business days free (commencing midnight after the date of discharge) 

  
 

20’ 40’   

Day 5 - Day 10 

 

USD 40.00 USD 75.00 PER CALENDAR DAY OR PART THEREOF 

From Day 11 and beyond   USD 65.00 USD 120.00 PER CALENDAR DAY OR PART THEREOF 

 
    Refrigerated Containers         

2 business days free (commencing midnight after the date of discharge) 

  
 

20’ 40’   

Day 3 - Day 7 

 

USD 75.00 USD 120.00 PER CALENDAR DAY OR PART THEREOF 

From Day 8 and beyond   USD 120.00 USD 220.00 PER CALENDAR DAY OR PART THEREOF 

 
Detention 
To be assessed at the same rates and free time as Demurrage Rules. If container is already 
exceeding Free Time on Demurrage, no additional free time to be granted under detention. 
 



 

 

Clause 3 - Release and Return of the Container 
 
The Carrier will release the container(s) to the Merchant at the specified container interchange 
location. The container(s) will be returned to the Carrier's nominated depot/port terminal as 
instructed or as otherwise agreed in the freight agreement.   
The Carrier releases the container in good order and condition and the container is deemed to be 
in suitable condition for its intended purpose at the time it is handed over to the Merchant. By 
accepting the container without remarks upon release, the Merchant acknowledges the receipt of 
the container in good order and condition. The Merchant has the right to inspect the condition of 
the container prior to release. 
The Merchant ensures that the container from which the cargo has been unloaded will be 
returned in a clean, odourless and undamaged condition. The Carrier has the right to inspect the 
container before accepting redelivery. The Merchant will reimburse the Carrier for any cleaning, 
repairs and other consequential expenses incurred by the Carrier arising from the Merchant's 
failure to redeliver the container in the same condition as when it was released to the Merchant.  
 
Clause 4 - Terms of Payment 
 
The Merchant must pay the Carrier within the agreed payment terms of the date of the invoice. In 
case of delay payment, the Merchant shall pay legal interest over the overdue sums according to 
Dutch Law. 
 
Clause 5 - Law and Jurisdiction 
 
These Demurrage and detention Terms are subject to Dutch law and any dispute arising from or in 
connection with these Demurrage and Detention Terms shall be determined by the Court of 
Amsterdam. 


